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Between Religion, Politics and Surrealism

“Angel” Festival... The Living Dream!

If such films were part of any of festivals, it would have been accused of religious intolerance and intellectual extremism! However, Monaco accepted the challenge and acted courageously trying to prove to the humanity that objectivity still exists, presenting a set of most extraordinary films  (feature, short and documentary) constituting full consciousness of the humanity situation, giving us  hope in the future.
Since 2003, Dean Bentley, festival producer along with its director Rosana Golden, worked together to renew this beautiful dream and transform it into vibrant reality on the picturesque shores of Riviera, which lie between the French and Italian borders, thanks to the “Angel Film Awards” Festival films, which take us away from everyday bloodshed, violence and hatred, being based on dream, sophistication and good! This positive experience deserves our respect, as it requires vision, patience, effort and perseverance, when especially the matters involve an independent festival with limited resources. According to Bentley, Angel  Film awards ,Monaco film festival (AFA) relies not on quantity but on quality, having the value as aim, and years to come the circle will widen including more activists for the good in the world, while Golden seeks through all of her actions to promote love. Throughout this year, the work force made a tour around the world watching 400 films in order to be able to select 17 to be displayed in the festival sixth anniversary (from 4-7 December 2008), it is an award festival, meaning that the participating films already passed the eliminations to be honored here!

Religion and Life

First surprise of this festival lies in the first screened film entitled “Al Nesa”, it is a short film not exceeding 13 minutes, discussing the Holy Koran “An-Nisâ” Chapter and the way these holy verses present legislations concerning women and children. Despite the simplicity of the film, as it overviews these rules only, such overview penetrates you directly touching your feelings, affecting you as viewer whether you are Muslim or not!, allowing the viewer to get acquainted to a part of the Islam , a thing somehow different from all bad and negative concepts of Islam around us. The film is produced and directed by the American Muslim Delara Rasouli. 
The next film "Chasomogamy" is also short, a UK production and direction, it tackles an idea of simple everyday incidents, when a veiled Muslim woman goes on the bus and sits next to a Christian nun, the film features different types of people all in one place, we have the Jew, the football fans as well as others, each till its stop. In spite of the apparent disharmony between them all, a mobile feature breaks such, as one  sends a laughing message reaching all others mobiles, a smile appears, exchanged,  as if this   message means that technology may be the way to overcome intercultural barriers, getting people closer. 

The third film is a feature film entitled “Cross Road”, a Canadian production, written and directed by Alexandra Thompson. It is a romantic film, with a political and human angle. It relates the story of a Syrian family emigrated to USA, facing young racists' harassment; with the father blaming the mother and the son for not going to Canada. The shocking scene of the film is when those racists seek to have some fun on the expense of the Muslims, taking off the veil of two Muslim girls in the public park! In the midst of such a tension, the young racist sister falls for the young Syrian! 
The documentary film “Soldiers of Peace”, produced and directed by the Australian Timothy Wise, comes to complete the picture of having peaceful coexistence between humans and being above all differences and causes of separation. Being a hero here does not involve killing but involves forgiveness; it observes real stories from 14 countries dealing with war and peace including Arab- Israeli conflict through the story of two children one Arabic and the other is  the son of a settled Israeli family, the most surprising story is the one involving a love story between a man and a woman, but the surprise lies in that he killed her father while he volunteered in IRA, the man asked her for forgiveness and she was able to overcome her grief and forgive him and both shall try to start a new life! The film poster features a very intelligent concept relying on another experience from Colombia where a warrior turned his gun to a guitar, replacing this deadly machine to strings playing the most beautiful and sweet tunes in the streets and theaters calling to renounce violence, and we see a war survivor dancing on such notes ! Another story comes from Nigeria about a Sheikh and a priest, both lost a limb in the war between Muslims and Christians, but both quickly surpassed their hatred for one another and became friends endeavoring to form a peace organization. Fatouma, a young Kenyan, gives another story:  she bought a cup and medals and organized a friendly football match to gather belligerent tribes' youth! This small group has great and noble thoughts, which is the message that “Angel” Festival seeks to send: we are all different from one another but we all have to coexist, thus we need to respect each other.
The Colored Smile
The Opening film, screened at the festival first night is “tricks of a Woman” , it is a romantic comedy, an independent American film produced and written by its lead actor Elika Portnoy, directed by Todd Norwood with Scott Elrod and Carlos Leon as lead and supporting actors respectively, the film is the winner of best film award. Inspired from ‘My Fair Lady", the film is about a bet between two photographers, one challenging the other to transform any girl to a fashion-model”, it is a light comedy film that displays the glamorous world of fashion shows, it is similar to the closing film, joint German-Italian production entitled “Capri You Love?”, it is also a romantic comedy, written, produced and directed by Alexander Oppersdorff: two men and two women meet in the weekend in an idyllic villa on the shores of Capri City by the Blue Grotto where events evolve in a humorous sense going back and forth between attraction and resistance ! The film depends mainly on natural visual effects, images, colors and action; this film participated also in the 32th Cairo International Film Festival. 
For spreading more optimism and faith, the festival introduced also the documentary film “Healing” about the Brazilian healer John of God (Joao de Deus), who heals people without surgery, only a touch of his hand and the pain goes away! In the midst of green pastures in the city of Abadiania, hundreds line up every day dressed in white waiting for John to examine and cure them from their suffering, thus having back their long lost smile on their faces! When the experience of John was put under scientific analysis, positive energy that he can activate was discovered within the human body he examines casting away negative energy causing illness
There are other distinct films depending on the image  such as surrealistic films since it is a surrealistic festival; two feature  films “the Appearance of A Man” and “Hate-Eno-Tabi - Shores of Remembrance”, short films “The Open Casket”, “Alba” and “Makeup” and other distinct films with deep meanings, the documentary film “Tracks of a Saint”,  “Styx” and “Anne & Juliet”

Besides these winning films, 9 screenwriters from various countries were honored, and the festival special award was handed to the director Angel Orensanz (one minute film trailer was displayed including parts of his latest films) and Japanese actress, writer and producer Ms. Keiko Kobayashi was also honored, she is one of the short films jury this year ; last year, her film “Jun- Ai”, (True Love) won the best film award, it gives a picture of the bloody history between Japan and China, and how they overcome all crises allowing peace to supersede . Kobayashi continues to promote peace by opening a Japanese school for Chinese children. 
