We hear: Christian Fauria, Gisele Bundchen, Elika Portnoy...

** That former New England Patriots hunk Christian Fauria will resurface as the co-host of "Dirty Water TV" when the nightlife show moves to NESN next month. The first episode, co-hosted by ex-Maine TV anchor Jennifer Manley, will go live from the Greatest Bar on Jan. 7.

** That Tom Brady's boo, Gisele Bundchen, is telling friends that she and No. 12 went engagement ring shopping and he wants to buy her a BIG piece of bridal bling. But Gi, bless her heart, would rather have a ring that's "antique-looking and understated," according to yesterday's New York Daily News.

** That "Tricks of a Woman" star, writer and producer Elika Portnoy didn't get to meet royalty at the recent Monaco International Film Festival. But she nearly caused an international incident when airport inspectors initially refused to allow her Angel Award to board the plane back to Boston! The made-in-Mass. indie flick that also stars Scott Elrod, Carlos Leon and Natasha Lyonne won the top prize at the glitzy filmfest. Portnoy, who plays a fish store clerk who is transformed into a supermodel, won Best Actress and supporting players Leon and Lyonne also won acting awards.

